


Remember: Get and Document Flu Shots!
By Quality Advisor Cindy Prosnak

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, influenza kills approximately 36,000 
people every year in the United States and causes 
approximately 226,000 hospitalizations each year. 
That’s why it’s especially important that everyone, 6 
months of age and older, get a flu shot this fall.

Documentation of flu shots is extremely important, 
too. In fact, it is the law in Georgia that all immunizations be docu-
mented in the GRITS (Georgia Registry for Immunization Transactions 
and Services) system.

                                              

among themselves with log books 
kept in specific spots on each 
unit for continuity of documenta-
tion, as well as sharing a mental 
model of risk for skin breakdown.  
 
Sadie G. Mays, accredited by the 
Joint Commission, has been an ac-
tive working partner with GMCF for 
several years. Their participation as 
hosts of the South Fulton cross-set-
ting group has produced a strong 
collaboration, which has resulted in 
improving communication among 
all health care providers in the  
Atlanta-South community.

Heros in Health Care continued

 Sadie Mays RNs Eula Wright, QI Director 
and Hazel Patterson, DON.

October is 
National 

Immunization 
Month!

Kudos to…
As part of GMCF’s ongoing effort to encourage 
immunization of health care workers in 
Georgia, two Atlanta-area facilities 
will soon receive a certificate for 
their immunization efforts. GMCF 
recognizes Emory Healthcare and 
Atlanta I.D. Group for their manda-
tory employee immunization policies. 
Each provider should be proud that it is 
contributing to the CDC’s goal of having all 
health care employees receive annual 
vaccination against influenza.   

Flu Prevention Starts with YOU!

Know Where 
You’re Going? 

Let us “link you up”!

GRITS                                                                                                                                    

Flu Shot Locator                                                                                                                

Cross Setting Dates                                                                                                         

CDC – Education & Training
for Immunizations                                                    

National Adult Immunization 
Awareness Week  

GMCF Fall Quality Education 
Sessions

Subscribe to the GMCF e-lert

This material was prepared by GMCF, the Medicare Quality Improvement Organization for Georgia, under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), 
an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The contents presented do not necessarily reflect CMS policy. Publication No.9SOW-GA-PSF-10-24

TIP OF THE MONTH
Did you know that a huddle is not 
just a group of football players? 

Like in football, huddles allow  
a group of people to share vital 
information with one another, 
identify roles and responsibilities 
for the day, and plan for unex-
pected events that may happen. 
So, huddle up for patient safety!

To get the facts, 
the tools,

and the support 
you need,

be sure and visit the
GMCF Website 

often!

http://health.state.ga.us/programs/immunization/grits/
http://www.lungusa.org/lung-disease/influenza/flu-clinic-locator/
http://www.gmcf.org/nursing_home/_meetings.shtml
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/default.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/spec-grps/adults.htm
http://www.gmcf.org/register/register_elert.asp
http://www.gmcf.org/


  
 

Learning  Session 2:  
SE Georgia Collaborative to  

Reduce Pressure Ulcers 
   
   

   

               

 
 
 
 
Where:  Appling Nursing and 
 Rehab Pavilion, Baxley  

Date: November 10, 2010 

Time: 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 

 

Registration and Agenda 
to Follow 

Make Every Day the Start of Better Care 
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policy. Publication No. 9SOW-GA-PSF-10-81 



        

        

Critical Components of  
Infection Control Program  

In Long Term Care Settings 
 

February, March & April 2011 
The two-day sessions will take place in 2011 with 
February 9-10 in Stockbridge, March 9-10 in Gainesville 
and April 13-14 in Tifton. 
 
More information on specific dates and locations as well as 
registration will come later. 
 
This training is a partnership with Georgia Medical Care 
Foundation (GMCF), Georgia Department of Public Health, 
Georgia Health Facilities Regulation Division (HFRD) and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
 
Supported by Georgia Health Care Association (GHCA) and 
Aging Services of Georgia. 
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Time: 1: 45 – 4:00 p.m.
following GHCA morning/lunch session

Please check which educational session you 
will be attending,  fill out the

information below, and return by fax to 
678-527-3037 Attn: Dee Kennedy

o Tues., Oct. 19 – Southeast
UGA Tifton Campus Conference  Center

I-75 South @ Exit 64, Tifton 31793 
229.386.3416

o Wed., Oct. 20 – Southwest
Baptist Village Health Care Center

2650 Carswell Avenue, Waycross 31503  
912.283.7050

o Thurs., Oct., 21 – Middle GA
Anderson Conference Center at Goodwill
5171 Eisenhower Parkway, Macon 31206

478.471.4864

o Fri., Oct. 22 – Metro
Georgia Health Care Association
Fred A. Watson Education Center

160 Country Club Dr., Stockbridge 30281 
678.289.6555

o Tues., Oct. 26 –  Northeast
Holiday Inn Express (not Holiday Inn)
513 West Broad St.,  Athens 30603 

706.546.8122

o Wed., Oct. 27 – Northwest
7th Day Adventist Church

1411 Rome Rd. SW, Calhoun 30701
706.629.5470

o Thurs., Oct. 28 – West Central
Best Western LaFayette Garden Inn

1513 Lafayette Pkwy., LaGrange 30240
706.884.6175

o Fri., Oct. 29 – East Central
White Columns Inn
I-20 East, Exit 59

1890 Washington Rd., Thomson 30824
706.595.8000  

GMCF’s Fall Quality Education Sessions 
will include:

•	 Methods to improve safety culture and handle 		
	 mistakes.

•	 Implementation strategies related to managing 	
	 risk as it relates to human behavior.

Registration Deadline:
Oct. 12, 2010

Education Session Registration 
There is no cost for this session. Please reply so materials can be prepared for your team.

Fax back to 678-527-3037 / Attention: Dee Kennedy 
						    
Facility Name:____________________________________________    Attendee Name(s): _________________________

E-mail: _________________________________________________     ________________________________________ 		
							     

Bring a sweater or jacket to meeting. Room temperatures cannot always be controlled. Registration Deadline is Oct. 12, 2010.
For questions, please contact Dee Kennedy at 678-527-3445 or dkennedy@gmcf.org. 



OCTOBER
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

National Immunization Month

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Gwinnett Cross Setting 
* 9 am – 12 noon 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

* Held at Eastside
Medical Center,  

focus on 
Care Transitions and  
the Dialysis Patient

GMCF QI Call
for Nursing  

Homes

Georgia’s 3rd

Annual Culture 
Change Summit

GMCF Quality Education Sessions, in conjunction with GHCA’s council meetings (Oct. 26-29)

GMCF Quality Education Sessions, in conjunction with GHCA’s council meetings (Oct. 19-22)
International Infection Prevention Week (Oct. 17-23)
National Healthcare Quality Week (Oct. 18-24)
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